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STOW MARIES GREAT WAR AERODROME TRUST

Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome (SMGWA) is a historical and community treasure, now emerging from 

its decades-long rest. Located less than 12 miles from Chelmsford, nestled deep in the rural fields of Maldon 

District, it is of international significance, with a truly inspirational background.

Thanks to Essex Heritage Trust, it is now even better placed to tell the rich and emotional story of its former inhabitants

– 37 (Home Defence) Squadron, Royal Flying Corps (RFC).

RFC (later RAF) Stow Maries was commissioned on 15th September 1916. At that time, it consisted of a tented 

encampment and a large mown field. Over the next three years, as part of a consolidated building plan executed 

by the Royal Engineers, it grew to be a substantial aerodrome, tasked with the Home Defence of Essex and Greater 

London during the first Battle of Britain. It was initially the home of just ‘B’ flight, but soon housed the entirety of 37

(Home Defence) Squadron, RFC – up to 40 aircraft and over 300 men and women.

HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO shakes hand with Air Commodore 
Barry Dickens, a member of SMGWA Trust at the opening of the Museum

Continued on page 7….
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Grants Awarded
for the financial year 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017
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** Essex Yeomanry Museum                    £ 2,000
Purchase a Medals Display Cabinet 
within Chelmsford Museum

Pentlow Church                                      £ 2,000
Conservation of Funeral Hatchments

St Mary’s Church, Fairstead                  £ 600
Create digital images of wall paintings

** The Museum in the Park, Maldon           £ 250
Improve audio/visual presentation

Fry Art Gallery                                        £ 1,500
Acquire ink drawing by Edward Bawden

** The Maldon Society                               £ 700
Oral History project

** The Packing Shed Trust                      £ 2,500
Pioneer Launches

Clacton VCH Group                                 £ 2,000
Discovering Dad’s Army

Borley PCC                                             £ 2,500
Restoration of Waldegrave Monuments

Mercury Theatre, Colchester                  £ 2,500
Mercury Voices

Ashdon Windmill Trust Ltd                    £ 1,250
Restoration of sack hoist

Dr Patrick Chaplin                                     £ 200
Publication ‘Going with the Flow’

The Pioneer Sailing Trust                       £ 3,000
Winter cover and frame for Pioneer

The Friends of Thomas Plume’s Library  £ 2,850
Publication about Dr Thomas Plume
His Life & Legacies

** Stow Maries                                      £ 10,000
Great War Aerodrome Trust                               
Squadron Museum

Chelmsford Museum                             £ 10,000
3D Model of Henry VIII’s Beaulieu

History of Ramsden                               £ 1,000
Bellhouse Committee                                         
History of Ramsden

Victoria County                                     £ 3,000
History of Essex Trust                                        
Research work Volume XIII 
Harwich & Dovercourt 
(second instalment of three promised)

** Public Monuments                              £ 5,000
& Sculpture Association                                     
Identify and record all public sculptures in Essex

Essex Waterways Ltd                              £ 5,000
Springfield Lock

Heritage Writtle                                      £ 3,000
Purchase of geophysical recording equipment

St Mary & All Saints Lambourne             £ 4,000
Thomas Tooke Memorial

Beeleigh Mill Restoration Group             £ 5,000
Beeleigh Mill Restoration

Radical Essex                                         £ 3,250
Radical Essex Publication

** Featured in this Newsletter



Project reports … from the pens of the grant recipients 2018

The PMSA has been recording permanent public 

sculpture since 1997, and in 2016 it commenced in the

County of Essex. This area was to be the subject of a

new approach to recording, using more modern 

technology and volunteers to help in identifying and

photographing each item. The PMSA also appointed a

Project Manager based at the Colchester Institute to

oversee the project.

The PMSA had used its own resources to commence 

the work, which required funding for the manager and

expenses for the volunteers, but was only able to   

commit half of the funding needed in the final year. 

The Essex Heritage Trust awarded the PMSA £5,000

to assist in the recording and with this money, the

PMSA was sufficiently supported to enable the 

completion of the project.

In the last year the majority of the items in the county

have been identified and data has been successfully

recorded that will be of on-going use both to researchers

and the general public. Throughout this project the

PMSA developed a relationship with Harlow, a town of

sculpture with a reputation for being a great champion

of public art. The PMSA has worked with Harlow to

launch a new education project, with the aim of 

engaging schools in the appreciation of  public art. 
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PUBLIC MONUMENTS
AND SCULPTURE ASSOCIATION

Identify and record all
Public Sculptures in Essex

Bust of Herbert Columbine, Walton 1920

Mother and Child
Thomas Bayliss Huxley-Jones

Saffron Walden

We sponsor modest awards for work done by children

with the sculptor in residence, and have a commitment

to do this annually.

During this year there was also an exhibition held at the

Minories Gallery with high quality photographic work on

show.

We have also made connections with the County Council

and the University, as we wish to continue with 

academic research on those items for which we have

completed the basic recording. This work will 

be subject to a new project and would have been 

impossible to consider without the support of the 

Essex Heritage Trust.

During the year the PMSA partner, Art UK, was awarded

Lottery funds to undertake further recording  both in

areas that need updating and those we have not yet

been able to visit. The Essex work was the model on

which the costings were based, due to its success with

working with volunteers, so there has been further

added value on a national scale as a result of the grant.

The PMSA project manager has now left his post at the

Institute, but the final residual work will be achieved by

the Art UK project manager who works with the PMSA

for the delivery of the national project.

We would like to thank the Essex Heritage Trust and

the Trustees for their support. 

Bob Lisney OBE
Chief Executive
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The Essex Yeomanry can trace its history back to 

1797 when the first troop was raised at Epping to

counter the threat of a possible French invasion. It has

never been part of the regular army and has recruited

men and more recently, women, from Essex. Members

of the Essex Yeomanry have served their country in the

Boer War, in both World Wars and in recent operations

in the Balkans, Iraq and Afghanistan. This year, four 

soldiers from the Essex Yeomanry have been mobilised

and are being deployed to the Falklands.

The Essex Yeomanry was originally a cavalry unit and

as such fought in World War I. After this War, the 

Essex Yeomanry lost its horses and was mechanised 

as an artillery unit. In World War II Essex Yeomanry

gunner units fought in the North African campaign, 

Europe, including the D-Day landings, and in Burma.

After World War II the Regiment was reformed as an 

artillery regiment until the 1969 reductions in the 

Territorial Army, when it was then reduced in size and

reformed as a Signal Squadron. It continues today as

part of the Army Reserve with troops at the Chelmsford

and Colchester Army Reserve Centres.

There is an Essex Yeomanry Gallery in the Chelmsford

Museum which tells the history of the Regiment. 

The Essex Yeomanry Trustees recently commissioned 

a display case to be installed to display some 

representative medal groups.

Included in the display are the medals of Sir Francis

Whitmore, Colonel Dick Gosling and Lord Chelmer.

Their families gathered at the Essex Yeomanry Gallery

in the Chelmsford Museum on 28th November 2017 for

the opening of the new display of medals. Ana O’Connell

was present. She is the grand-daughter of Sir Francis

Whitmore who commanded the Essex Yeomanry during

World War I and was Lord Lieutenant of Essex for many

years.

Charlotte Sanigar (Granddaughter of Lord Chelmer) 

together with her husband Mark and their daughters

Niamh and Darcy, all said “They were very proud that

their relative’s medals are now on display. They felt it

was very special.” Lord Chelmer landed on D-Day with

the Essex Yeomanry and was awarded The 

Military Cross.

Chris Gosling, nephew of Colonel Dick Gosling who, in

his lifetime, was a great supporter of the Essex Heritage
Trust was also present.

The Regimental Trustees of the Essex Yeomanry are 

very grateful for the support of the Essex Heritage
Trust not only for their donation towards this medal 

display but also their past grants for the restoration of

the Regimental Guidon and towards the cost of 

establishing the Museum Gallery.

Colonel Stephen Foakes TD DL
Essex Yeomanry Regimental President
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ESSEX YEOMANRY 
MEDAL DISPLAY

CHELMSFORD MUSEUM

Richard Wollaston, Trustee of Essex Heritage Trust
attended and presented the grant cheque

of £2,000 to Colonel Stephen Foakes
Regimental President of the Essex Yeomanry
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Alan Mogridge
Chair The Packing Shed Trust

Wendy Howell
Oral History Project Co-ordinator

I told you all in the Spring 2017 edition, of the efforts 

to restore the old Packing Shed and to bring it back to

its former glory, so that residents and visitors could 

appreciate the importance of the oystering heritage of

Mersea Island.

In order to take people to the island the Packing Shed

Trust needed to replace the two ageing launches.

Enough funds were raised to pay for the first but grants

were needed for the second. Thanks to the generosity of

Essex Heritage Trust and other groups, the second

launch was purchased and ready for the start of the

2017 season.

With 2 new launches, the Packing Shed Trust could

ferry twice as many visitors on each trip ensuring that

more people were able to learn of the historic importance

of the Packing Shed. All our visitors were appreciative of

the magnificent new launches and made very positive

comments.

Various groups also hired the Packing Shed during last

summer, but the greatest appreciation came from the 2

wedding parties who were able to arrive at this iconic

venue virtually mud less!

With Essex Heritage Trust’s fabulous financial 

assistance, we have managed to increase our income

since we can now carry more passengers per trip so 

saving on fuel. Visitors no longer have to wait for space

on a launch, so more people have visited, so raising

more funds to enable us to maintain and protect the

heritage of Mersea.

Yes, it does involve more work from our dedicated band

of volunteers but every member of the team is convinced

it is a worthwhile project.

Please look at our website or our Facebook page 

and come along and visit on one of our Open Days 

during 2018.

www.packing-shed.org.uk

Just over a year ago, the Maldon Society started to work

on their new project, “Memories of Maldon”, an 

Oral History Archive for the town.  Thanks to the 

generous funding from Essex Heritage Trust, we 

were able to organise some training, purchase a new

computer with hard drive and the recording  equipment. 

A year later, we have achieved over twenty lengthy

recorded interviews and now have a wonderful    

selection of stories and memories of  Maldon from the

1930’s onwards.  

There are stories about the High Street and all the 

variety of shops over the years, memories of Maldon 

in the war, fond recollections of the Prom Park and 

the swimming lake and very many other personal   

stories which would not be found in history books but

which are such an important part of our town’s heritage.  

There are many, many more enchanting stories that

have been recorded; extracts from a few of them are 

on our website on the Memories of Maldon page.  

We now wish to install a Listening Booth in the 

Maeldune Heritage Centre during the next year, so that

all residents and visitors will be able to sit down, press

a button, and listen to the wonder of personal stories

about the town in years gone by. 

www.maldonsoc.org
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THE PACKING SHED TRUST
Mersea Island

THE MALDON SOCIETY 
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Judy Betteridge
Vice Chairman

Maldon District Museum, a charity which has been

located on the Promenade Park in the old

Park-Keeper's house for 20 years, is a small local 

Museum, run entirely by a group of unpaid volunteers.

Open from Easter until the end of October, for three 

afternoons a week and on Sundays and Bank Holidays

from 11 to 5pm, the Museum attracts not only local 

visitors but also day trippers, who enjoy the River 

Blackwater and our historic town.

Our Museum exhibits mostly items directly related 

to the District, whether they are domestic, industrial,

natural or manufactured, discovered locally or   

collected from afar. We hold a vast archive of 

artefacts from Maldon's history, and these items are 

displayed for the most part in room layout format, e.g. a

Victorian Scullery, a Victorian Dining Room, a 1940s

Room, a Maldon Childhood Room and others. Each year,

we try to have at least one new display, and this season

it will be "Stones, Bones and Old Pots".  Come along and

see a fossilized mammoth tusk and the skeleton of a

porpoise retrieved from the River Blackwater, or maybe

your children would enjoy taking part in our Child Quiz. 

As we do not have access to our upper floor for our   

disabled visitors, during the Winter we have been 

engaged upon raising £500 to bring about the

revamping of our  audio/visual presentation, which

gives those visitors a glimpse of what may be viewed

throughout the Museum, but in particular the floor to

which they do not have access.

We are delighted to report that with the aid of 

Essex Heritage Trust and two other donations, that    

a revamp has now been carried out by Colbridge Media

Services in Colchester, and the new presentation is up

and running. 

There is a Membership Scheme, which may be 

joined at an annual subscription of £10. Members 

receive free entry to the Museum, and a copy of the 

museum magazine three times a year. We particularly

encourage visits from local schools and other social

groups, and we have an outreach  program to schools

and organizations who may prefer to welcome our

speakers to their own locations. 

Entrance fees to the Museum are £2 for adults and 50p

for children (the latter fee is waived during  

school holidays), and we are offering free admission to

all on Bank Holidays.

www.maldonmuseum.org.uk 
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MALDON MUSEUM
“The Museum in the Park”

Have you got a

project
needing a
grant
with your heritage project.

??Contact our office for more 
information or visit our website.  

To apply for funding please 
complete the expression of 
interest form on the ‘Projects’
page and then we will contact 
you with further instructions.



... from the pens of the grant recipients 2018

Ian Flint 
Chief Executive Officer 

Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome Trust

…. Continued from front page

After the war, the RAF closed the base and left. After 

over 80 years of use as an agricultural space, this

collection of original buildings is the last remaining,

most complete RFC base in Europe, possibly the world.

In 2017, thanks to a major grant of £10,000 from Essex
Heritage Trust, SMGWA’s award-winning Curatorial

team – comprised solely of volunteers – were able to

launch their latest permanent exhibition. Housed in the

original offices of ‘B’ flight, the exhibition tells the

stories of the men and women that lived, worked and in

some cases died at this atmospheric site.  

The exhibition was opened in May 2017 by the Duke 

of Gloucester, who stayed for a number of hours on 

the site. The exhibition has since welcomed 

thousands as part of their tour or visit to this vital 

project. 

Comprising 3 public galleries packed with objects,  

images and information, the exhibition paints a detailed

and absorbing picture of the uplifting, but 

grim times 37 Squadron endured. “ The mix of sound, 

vision and cased objects’ is very engaging ” says 

CEO of SMGWA, Ian Flint. “ We’ve found it a very  

emotional experience watching the exhibition build”.

This wonderfully successful exhibition is the second 

of 5 planned for the site – which continues to grow 

and show its calibre on the national stage,  

showcasing what the County of Essex has to offer 

for historians and culture buffs alike. 
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STOW MARIES GREAT WAR
AERODROME TRUST

Ivor Dallinger, SMGWA Trust and  
HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO 

look at a painting of the airfield in 1917
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Trustees

www.essexheritagetrust.co.uk

Income and expenditure may be
summarised as follows:

2014/15
£’000

2013/14
£’000

Income from investments 64 60

Subscriptions, Donations and Legacy received 6 5

Aggregate income 70 65

Less: Administrative cost 13 12

Available for grants 57 53

Grants (Net) 73 50

Net Deficit/Income for the year -16 3

Realised and Unrealised net gains/losses on investments                                                             133 -66

Increase/Decrease in the value of the Trust’s fund 177 -64

Value of the Trust’s funds - at the beginning of the year 1,504                   1,568

- at the end of the year 1,621                   1,504

The Trust’s grant distribution policy (subject to the performance of the Trust’s investments) continues to be that an
aggregate amount of up to £60,000 be set aside for grants each year. Whilst income alone may not achieve the desired
target, the value of the Trust’s investments continues to show positive growth, and with this in mind, the Trustees
propose to continue to  distribute grants up to £60,000 per annum, looking to the total return on the Trust’s 
investments including valuation gains.

Copies of the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2017, from which the above information has been extracted, 
have been subject to examination by an independent qualified accountant. Copies of the accounts may be obtained,
on request, from the Trust office.

Since 1990, our members’ generous support and financial contribution to the Trust has enabled us to award over 
480 grants, totalling over £1,000,000. 

It is clear that you are helping to preserve our rich and diverse heritage and making it accessible for the benefit and
enjoyment of the people of Essex and our many visitors.

With your help we can continue to ensure that valuable buildings, artefacts, objects, records, memories or areas of
great beauty are not spoilt or lost forever. 

If you wish to become a Friend on an annual basis (£25) or become a Life Friend (£250), take out Corporate membership
(£150 per year) or make a Gift Aid donation, please contact our Administrator at the office or visit the website. 

Peter J Mamelok DL FCA, Honorary Treasurer

Be a Friend of Essex Heritage Trust

Address: Cressing Temple, Braintree, Essex, CM77 8PD  Telephone: 01376 585794

Fax: 03330 133991 Email: mail@essexheritagetrust.co.uk   Registered Charity No: 802317

Designed & Produced by: www.dandpc.co.uk

Treasurer’s Report                     2018

2015/16
£000

2016/17
£000

Chairman: Mr J Douglas-Hughes OBE DL Managing Trustee: Mr B J Moody

Honorary Treasurer: Mr P J Mamelok DL FCA     

Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Essex, Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst 

Councillor John Jowers, Chairman, Essex County Council

Lord Petre KCVO JP MA    Dr J Bettley JP DL FSA Mrs S Brice Mr M F Pertwee

Mr R H Wollaston Mrs S Brice Mrs K Twitchen OBE


